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SCUBA team which at the time had the most
complete fire and rescue operations in the
area. He was elected Financial Secretary in
1963 and held this position for nine years until
1971. Jack advanced to fire line officer when
he was elected to be Battalion Chief in 1976
and 1977. He became Fire Chief in 1981.
Jack has held the position of Fire Chief of the
Harmonville Fire Company longer than any
other person in the history of the fire com-
pany.

Jack has been involved in his community as
a member of the Pennsylvania Turnpike Com-
mission, the Plymouth Township Relief Asso-
ciation, and numerous other civic activities. He
has selflessly given his time and energy to
projects such as the building of a substation in
Plymouth Valley. In addition, Jack played a
crucial role in obtaining a rescue helicopter for
Montgomery County.

I am pleased and honored to recognize
Jack Phipps on his great career of service. His
dedication to his community has been truly
outstanding.
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Tuesday, February 5, 2002
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I am honored

to call to your attention the life of an American
hero, Officer Paul Laszczynski of the Port Au-
thority Police Department. Officer Laszczynski
of Paramus, New Jersey, was killed in the
Line of Duty while heroically responding to the
attack on the World Trade Center on Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

September 11, 2001 has emblazoned so
many unforgettable images in our minds. Per-
haps none is more vivid, however, then that of
courageous men and women in uniform work-
ing so valiantly to save the lives of others. It
is therefore only fitting that Officer Laszczynski
be honored, in this, the permanent record of
the greatest freely elected body on earth.

A sixteen-year veteran of the Port Authority
Police Department and member of the Port
Authority’s Emergency Services Unit, Officer
Laszczynski was no stranger to emergency re-
sponse. Having repelled down elevator shafts,
climbed the top cables of the George Wash-
ington Bridge, and rescued people from burn-
ing buildings throughout his distinguished ca-
reer, Paul Laszczynski once again placed the
lives of others ahead of his own on September
11th.

Trained in hazardous materials response,
Officer Laszczynski was a member of the
PAPD’s Chemical Identification Response
Team. Always one to take on additional tasks,
Officer Laszczynski also served as the PATH
Command’s Fitness Coordinator, a Police
Academy Pistol Range Instructor, and as a
member of the Honor Guard.

During the bombing of the World Trade
Center on February 26, 1993, Officer
Laszczynski helped rescue a handicapped
man by carrying him to safety from the 72nd
floor. His efforts that day earned him two dis-
tinguished citations: The Meritorious Citation
for Exemplary Police Actions and the Indi-
vidual Valor Award.

Paul Laszczynski’s dedication to serving
others and the community at large did not stop

with his service at the PAPD. He was a proud
member of a motorcycle club made up of fel-
low officers that organizes charity rides for
sick children and meets other community
needs.

He has touched countless lives for the bet-
ter, and we are all better for having him as
part of our American family.

On Tuesday, September 11th that family
was attacked in a way we had only seen in
our very worst nightmares. The actions carried
out on the people of this nation were unspeak-
able acts of war, targeting the very foundation
of what makes us Americans. That day we all
witnessed the very worst of mankind.

What the perpetrators of these acts did was
not realize the unwavering commitment to lib-
erty and humankind felt by Paul Laszczynski
and his fellow heroes. The bravery and love
he exhibited in the face of terror make him an
example for us all.

We will honor Officer Paul Laszczynski by
trying to live our lives as he lived his. We will
honor Paul by loving his family as he did, and
continuing his work to make our community a
better place.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Paul’s family and friends, myself, and
a truly grateful nation in honoring the life of a
great American, Port Authority Police Officer
Paul Laszczynski.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize a friend and constituent, Lyle
Everingham, who will be honored by the
Greater Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce on
February 20 as a Great Living Cincinnatian.
The recipients of this prestigious award are
selected on the basis of special achievement
in the world of work, but the criteria also in-
cludes an awareness of the needs of others;
civic service; leadership; and distinctive ac-
complishments.

Lyle Everingham’s success is a classic
American story of ‘‘working your way to the
top.’’ Fresh from a tour of duty with the U.S.
Army in the South Pacific, twenty-one year old
Lyle applied for a temporary position stocking
shelves at a Kroger store in Adrian, Michigan.
He thought it would be a nice summer job until
school started that fall. Instead, he stayed on
with the company, and decades later, oversaw
the Kroger Company’s entire operation—retir-
ing as Chairman of the Board in 1991. Along
the way, he assumed greater responsibility—
as store manager, district manager, general
district manager and manager of operations.
He served as manager of merchandising in
the company’s Toledo Division, and it was
there that he sharpened his administrative
skills. Under Lyle’s leadership, Kroger became
one of the nation’s largest food chains and re-
tained its ownership, fending off a hostile take-
over attempt by two out-of-town investors. He
consistently championed innovative ideas to
improve the customer’s experience—such as
incorporating bank branches right into the
Kroger store.

Kroger is truly all in the family for the
Everinghams. Lyle’s brother, Bob, four sisters,

mother and wife Rlene have all worked for
Kroger. Rlene and Lyle have three children
and six grandchildren.

Lyle’s volunteer activities are many. He led
the first capital campaign for Hospice of Cin-
cinnati and the second capital campaign for
St. Rita’s School for the Deaf. He served on
the Smale Infrastructure Commission, the
Buenger Education Commission, and was ac-
tive in United Way. A past president of the
Commercial Club and a past co-chair of the
Cincinnati Business Committee, Lyle also
served as a trustee of the University of Cin-
cinnati and on the board of Bethesda, Inc.

All of us in the Cincinnati area salute Lyle
Everingham as he is recognized as a Great
Living Cincinnatian.
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, in 1999,
a private school opened its doors to the north
Georgia community in Cherokee County.
Since its inception the American Heritage
Academy has become an integral component
of Georgia’s education system, becoming a
home to advanced and gifted students, moti-
vating new goals, and challenging students to
entertain a wide range of various ideas.

The school operates on a college prep for-
mat and combines a versatile range of racial,
ethnic, and religious backgrounds; giving its
students a diversified look at the world from
the start. At the heart of the American Herit-
age curriculum lies a balanced combination of
academic development, community service,
and individual creativity. Each class holds a
maximum of 15 students, ensuring personal
attention and the opportunity for every stu-
dent’s voice to be heard. For now, the school
operates on a preschool through middle
school scale, but soon it will unveil its newest
extension. Students will be able to begin their
formative school years at American Heritage,
and continue on through high school, right up
until they graduate and depart for the next
phase of their education.

American Heritage has become a flagship
school to Cherokee County. Its presence has
initiated a partnership between public and pri-
vate schools that provides an important choice
to parents. The school has grown not only in
numbers, but also in reputation, in just a short
while; it will no doubt continue to do so in the
future.
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Tuesday, February 5, 2002

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to honor a native of Como,
Mississippi who celebrates her centennial
birthday today. In 1902, the year Mrs. Rogers
was born, Theodore Roosevelt was our na-
tion’s twenty-sixth President. Throughout his
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tenure as President, he prided himself as a
‘‘steward of the people’’. Mrs. Virginia Strick-
land Rogers, whether consciously or not, has
lived and continues to live by this motto as
well. She has been a public servant and a dis-
tinguished member of her community for most
of her lifetime. She is an active member of her
church, the Cistern Hill Missionary Baptist
Church, where she sits on the church’s Board
of Mothers and February Club. When she is
not in church, Mrs. Rogers, who is a retired
food service worker, drives the elderly in the
community to their doctors’ appointments and
escorts them on shopping excursions. The lat-
ter of these tasks she does not mind though,
because she reportedly is an ‘‘avid shopper’’.
Also, in her spare time, Mrs. Rogers loves to
show off her ‘‘green thumb’’. She enjoys gar-
dening and is known to tinker around in her
garden for hours at a time.

I cannot even begin to imagine the volumes
of historically significant events Mrs. Virginia
Rogers has witnessed with her own eyes over
her lifetime. The town of Como is lucky to
have such a resident who is so involved and
committed to community. I hope that other
members follow her example as well.

Among the celebrants at Mrs. Rogers’ ‘‘cen-
tennial bash’’ will be her friends in the commu-
nity and also her 10 grandchildren, 34 great
grandchildren, and 35 great great grand-
children.

Happy one-hundredth birthday Mrs. Rogers!
I wish you the best on your day and hope you
see many more.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, today
California says goodbye to Assembly Speaker
Robert Hertzberg and says hello to incoming
Speaker Herb Wesson. Speaker Hertzberg
served in this position with abundant personal
energy and unbridled enthusiasm. He clearly
loved this job and worked hard for the people
of California.

Hertzberg is affectionately known as
‘‘Speaker Hugsberg’’ for his propensity to en-
thusiastically embrace friends, foes, and
strangers. Indeed these famous hugs have
spread beyond California to many of us on
Capitol Hill and most recently to members of
the Hazardous Materials team charged with
decontaminating the Hart Senate Office build-
ing.

These hugs will never end, but Hertzberg’s
term-limited position as Speaker ends today.
Speaker Hertzberg will also leave the Assem-
bly seat he has represented in the Legislature
since 1996 at the end of the year. Speaker
Hertzberg’s presence in the institution will far
outlast his two years as Speaker and he
leaves a permanent mark on the State Capitol.

Hertzberg instituted some groundbreaking
changes during his brief tenure. He opened an
on-site childcare center and upgraded tech-
nology throughout the Assembly. He founded
the Capitol Institute, which now bears his
name, to establish innovative training courses
for freshman Members and legislative staff.
California is the world’s fifth largest economy

and Speaker Hertzberg opened the Speaker’s
Office of International Relations. He injected a
humorous touch of his heritage into the Cap-
itol’s culture by publishing a guide on Yiddish,
so everyone in the Legislature and Capitol
Press Corps could translate the colorful
phrases he so frequently uttered during floor
sessions.

Hertzberg understood working together
means just that and maintained a continuous
presence in Washington, D.C. through an Of-
fice of Federal Relations. He was quick to
point out that what happens in Washington,
D.C. matters in California. He frequently led
delegations of legislators to D.C. to discuss
state issues with federal officials. Hertzberg
was determined to work with all of us in
Washington, D.C. to maximize California’s
share of federal dollars.

Hertzberg is a gifted and tireless legislator,
who worked to enact long-needed reforms of
California’s foster care system, significantly
expand access to low-cost health insurance
for working families, and help pass the two
largest park bonds in state history. He was
also the lead negotiator during extended dis-
cussions that led to the passage of the largest
school construction bond in state history.

After September 11, he moved quickly to
establish a statewide task force to assess the
impact of terrorism on California’s economy
and to recommend steps to improve public
safety and restore public confidence. He vis-
ited Washington to meet with federal officials
and coordinate terrorism preparedness and re-
sponse activities. In December, he led a dele-
gation to Taiwan and Japan, to address post-
September 11 tourism and to promote trade
with California.

As we celebrate Speaker Hertzberg’s
achievements, I wish him all the best in his
next endeavor. I know he will be extremely
successful. All the best for the bright future to
Speaker Robert Hertzberg, his wife Dr. Cyn-
thia Telles-Hertzberg, and sons Daniel, David,
and Raymond.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I was
saddened to hear of the passing of Khalistani
journalist Sukhbir Singh Osan. He died of a
heart attack on January 19, 2002. Mr. Osan
was only 31 years of age.

Mr. Osan was a terrific reporter who ex-
posed many scandals through his website,
Burning Punjab. He reported many stories
showing India’s pattern of terrorism against its
own people. In addition to running his website,
he wrote for several Indian newspapers.

The Indian government had banned the
viewing of Burning Punjab in Punjab and a
few neighboring states. When that did not shut
down the site, India brought a fake criminal
case against Burning Punjab, falsely claiming
it was a ‘‘newspaper’’ operating out of Punjab.
These actions make it clear that Mr. Osan’s
reports were greatly disturbing to the Indian
government.

Sukhbir Singh Osan was a courageous re-
porter, one of the few who would stand up to

the Indian government. He will be greatly
missed by the people whose interests he
served, the Sikhs of Punjab, Khalistan, and by
all the people who care about freedom in
South Asia.

The Council of Khalistan put out an excel-
lent press release on Mr. Osan’s passing. I
am placing it in the RECORD in his memory. In
addition, I would also like to insert a February
1, 2002, article from PPA News regarding the
killing of Kashmiris by Indian soldiers.

IN MEMORY OF S. SUKHBIR SINGH OSAN

LONGTIME JOURNALIST, FOUNDER OF BURNING
PUNJAB, EXPOSED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLA-
TIONS, REPORTED ON FREEDOM STRUGGLE—
GOVERNMENT HAD FILED FALSE CASE AGAINST
BURNING PUNJAB, BANNED IT

WASHINGTON, DC, January 21, 2002.—
Sukhbir Singh Osan, 31, journalist and
founder of the website Burning Punjab
(http://www.burningpunjab.com), died of a
heart attack over the weekend. Sardar Osan
also wrote for several Indian newspapers.

‘‘The passing of Sardar Osan is a great loss
for the Sikh Nation,’’ said Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan. The Council of Khalistan is the
government pro tempore of Khalistan and
leads the struggle to liberate the Sikh home-
land, Khalistan, which declared its independ-
ence from India on October 7, 1987. ‘‘He was
an excellent reporter and a stalwart Sikh
who exposed the human-rights violations
against the Sikhs by the Indian government
and reported on the sikh freedom struggle,’’
he said. ‘‘His website, Burning Punjab, is one
of the best sources available for news from
Punjab, Khalistan.’’ Osan was also a lawyer.

Recently, the Indian government filed a
false case against Burning Punjab, falsely
claiming it was a ‘‘newspaper.’’ The Indian
government had banned the viewing of Burn-
ing Punjab in Punjab and elsewhere in north-
west India. A Deputy Inspector General was
specifically assigned to ‘‘deal with’’ Sardar
Osan. ‘‘I think the stress from that false case
may have brought about his heart attack,’’
said Dr. Aulakh.

‘‘Sardar Osan was one of the leading voices
in exposing the Indian government’s repres-
sion of the Sikhs,’’ Aulakh said. ‘‘He exposed
phony Sikh leaders such as S.S. Mann, Dr.
Jagjit Singh Chohan, Didar Singh Bains, and
others. This was an extremely important
service,’’ said Dr. Aulakh.

According to a report in May by the Move-
ment Against State Repression, India admit-
ted that 52,268 Sikh political prisoners are
rotting in Indian jails without charge or
trial. Many have been in illegal custody
since 1984. The Indian government has mur-
dered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984. Over
75,000 Kashmiri Muslins have been killed
since 1988. In May, Indian troops were caught
red-handed trying to set fire to a Gurdwara
(a Sikh temple) and some Sikh houses in
Kashmir. Two independent investigations
have proven that the Indian government car-
ried out the March 2000 massacre of 35 Sikhs
in Chithisinghpora. In August 1999, U.S. Con-
gressman Dana Rohrabacher said that for
Sikhs, Kashmiri Muslims, and other minori-
ties ‘‘India might as well be Nazi Germany.’’

‘‘The service Sardar Osan gave to the Sikh
Nation was immense,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘He
is one of the few people in Punjab who was
not afraid to tell the truth. The Sikh Nation
will miss him very much,’’ Dr. Aulakh said.
‘‘On behalf of the Sikh diaspora, I would like
to offer my condolences to Sardar Osan’s
family. I can only hope that Burning Punjab
will be continued in his memory.’’
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